DESIGN

AS A PREPARATION  FOR INDUSTRIAL  ART-WOBK.

is here the invention of original patterns. It
may be taught simultaneously with drawing, which is
the practical realisation of the design. The one is
quite as easy as the other. It is popularly "believed
that to produce any kind of an ornamental design,
however simple, a peculiar gift, talent, or genius is
required. But there is no person who is capable of
learning to write who cannot learn to design and
draw, so as to produce useful or elegant work. Of
course in the higher stages of such work, genius or
culture and taste with learning manifest themselves.
But to learn to design well enough to invent or execute
modelling, carving, or repousse* metal work, &c., requires
only ordinary capacity.

If we were to give any child, let us say twenty or
thirty dried and pressed ivy leaves, and tell it to
arrange them so as to form a wreath, on a flat surface,
it would find this a very easy task (fig, i). If a sheet
of transparent paper or a pane of ground glass were now
to be laid on the leaves, and their outlines required to
be drawn or traced on it, this would also be easy,
If the child were to do this twenty tunes it would
gradually become accustomed to using the pencil

22